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words. To rebel against his autocratic rule
at the beginning of this century was to
write one's self down an audacious and pre-
suming sciolist. It is not surprising, there-
fore, that Webster's criticism of Johnson in
this Dictionary and in other places should
have exposed him to censure. Dr. Ramsay
of Charleston, a man of consequence in his
day, wrote him that the " prejudices against
any American attempts to improve Dr.
Johnson were very strong in that city." The
letter gave Webster his opportunity, and he
at once wrote and published his vigorous
pamphlet respecting the " Errors in John-
son's Dictionary and other Lexicons," which
is addressed to Dr. Ramsay. He takes a
very lofty view of the situation. " The in-
telligence," he writes, of this resentment in
Charleston, " is not wholly unexpected, for
similar prejudices have been manifested in
some parts of the Northern States. A man
who has read with slight attention the his-
tory of nations, in their advances from bar-
barism to civilization and science, cannot
be surprised at the strength of prejudices
long established and never disturbed. Few
centuries have elapsed since many men lost